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August Power in Partnership Breakfast will
feature Murray State University President

The Paducah Area Chamber of
Commerce’s August 6 Power in
Partnership Breakfast will feature
Murray State University Presi-
dent Dr. Ron K. Patterson. The
breakfast is sponsored by Murray
State University.

The Chamber’s 2026 Small
Business Cohort members
will be recognized along
with team captains for the
2026 Paducah Chamber
Membership Campaign.

The breakfast begins
at 7:30 a.m. at the
Paducah-McCracken
County Convention Cen-
ter. Pre-registration is
required by Monday,
August 3 at 2 p.m. at
paducahchamber.org or by call-
ing 270-443-1746. Power Card
holders do not have to pre-regis-
ter. The cost is $25.

Dr. Ron K. Patterson became
the 15th President of Murray
State University on July 1st, 2025,

Patterson

bringing more than two decades
of leadership experience in high-
er education. Prior to joining
Murray State, he served as Pres-
ident of Chadron State College
and held senior leadership roles
at the University of North Ala-
bama, where he led record-break-
ing enrollment efforts and
spearheaded major stu-
dent success and philan-
thropic initiatives.

His early career encom-
passed 14 years as an
administrator at Marietta
College in Ohio, Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas,
and University of Tennes-
see Health Science Cen-
ter and Christian Brothers
University in Memphis. He spent
four years as an assistant men’s
basketball coach and head men’s
golf coach at Tusculum College
in Greeneville, Tennessee, and
Marietta College. His 25 years
of higher education experience

has developed Patterson toward
a collaborative-servant leader
approach which values access
and affordability, continuous
improvement, and innovation.
He holds a Doctor of Education
in Higher Education Administra-
tion and Leadership from Creigh-
ton University, among several
advanced degrees, and remains
deeply committed to the mission
of access and affordability in
higher education.

President Patterson believes
that higher education is about
relationships, resilience, and
realization. His interactions with
students, faculty, staff, alumni,
parents, legislators and friends
of the university fosters collabo-
ration, inspires partnerships, and
continues the tradition of Murray
State University, the finest place
we know. Patterson and his wife,
Jenny, have two children, Olivia,
and Braylon.

300 South Third Street | P.O. Box 810
Paducah, KY 42002-0810

Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce

Phone: 270-443-1746 | Fax: 270-442-9152
info@paducahchamber.org

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

2026 Membership
Campaign

EEN

Public Policy Recap
EEN

Welcome New Members
EEN
June Renewals

EEN

July PIP Breakfast
EEN

Leadership West
Kentucky Graduates



2026 Board of Directors

Chair
Kenny Boyd
Baptist Health Paducah

Chair-elect
Todd Buchanan
GEO Consultants

Vice Chair
Whitney Denson
McMurry & Livingston

Vice Chair of Business Advocacy
Jim Garrett

Paducah/McCracken County
Riverport Authority

Vice Chair of Membership
and Marketing

Lisa Lauck

Lauck Marketing Agency LLC

Vice Chair of Education
and Workforce

Dr. Donald Shively
Paducah Public Schools

Vice Chair of Small Business
Ines Rivas-Hutchins
INTEC Group

Treasurer
Mike Karnes
Williams, Williams & Lentz, LLP

Immediate Past Chair
Susan Ybarzabal
Paducah Bank

DIRECTORS

Johnny Blazina

West Kentucky Media Group

Tammy Courtney

Mission Conversion Services Alliance
Lonnie Crowdus

Crowdus Maintenance & Cleaning
Rick Goins

Mercy Health - Lourdes

John Hodges

JSA

Angela Mathis Meyer

CFSB

Kevin McEwan

Paducah & Louisville Railway / Greater
Paducah Economic Development
Chris Miller

CSI

Jason Nyberg

Marquette Transportation

Kevin Peck

PFGW Architects

Jeff Pierce

Atomic City Family Fun Center
Rachel Rayburn

Ingram Barge Co.

Myrna Redfield

Four Rivers Nuclear Partnership
Dennis Rouleau

Barkley Regional Airport

Jody Stivers

Brown & Brown | Risk Strategies
Mark Workman

BFW Engineering

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS

George Bray

Paducah Mayor

Kelly Channell

United Way of Western Kentucky
Michelle Campbell

Leadership Paducah Alumni Association
J.W. Cleary

Paducah-McCracken Co. NAACP
Craig Clymer

McCracken County Judge Exec.
Katie Englert

Paducah Chamber Leadership Center
Josh Hunt

McCracken Co. Schools

Dr. Charles Lu

UK College of Engineering - Paducah
campus

Dr. Anton Reece

West Kentucky Community and
Technical College

Alyssa Phares

Paducah Convention and Visitors
Bureau

Ben Clayton

Paducah Young Professionals
Karami Underwood

MSU - Paducah campus

Bruce Wilcox

GPED

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Sandra Wilson

President/CEO

Frank Bennett

Leadership Center

Executive Director

Karen Brown

Director of Finance and Administration
Katie Walker

Programs & Public Policy Director
Kalea Anderson

Member Services Director

Cindy Fuller

Administrative Assistant

The 2026 Membership Campaign Team Captains are: (Front row, sitting, L to R)

Alex Chalker, Brown & Brown; Lisa Lauck, Lauck Marketing, LLC; DeeAnn
Bogaczyk, Blended Brews; Rebecca Ferch, Four Rivers Nuclear Partnership; and
Reis Driver, Baptist Health Paducah. (Second row, sitting L to R) Andy Wilson, West
Kentucky Community and Technical College; Justin Halvorson, Paducah Bank;
Todd Buchanan, Chair of the Campaign; Keaton Faughn, CFSB; and Kenny Boyd,
2026 Chamber Board Chair and Baptist Health Paducah President.

2026 Membership Campaign
kicks oft August 3

The Paducah Area Chamber
of Commerce will kick off the
Annual Membership and Total
Resource Campaign on August
3.

Todd Buchanan, GEO Con-
sultants Corporation President,
and current Chair-Elect of the
Paducah Chamber Board of
Directors, will lead the campaign
as Chair. Buchanan will become
the Chamber Board Chair in January
2027.

Buchanan said he is looking forward
to working with this campaign to further
underscore the Chamber’s deep connec-
tion to the community. “We chose the
theme this year of ‘Rooted in Paducah:
Investing in Our Community. Growing
Our Future.” As businesses invest in
Paducah, our community grows stron-
ger. The Chamber is proud to actively
participate in that growth,” Buchanan
said. “Now is a great time to engage and
join as there are even more special perks

Todd
Buchanan

being offered to new members.”

Team Captains for 2026 are:
DeeAnn Bogaczyk, Blend-
ed Brews; Todd Buchanan,
Captain of the Captains; Alex
Chalker, Brown & Brown; Reis
Driver, Baptist Health Paducah;
Keaton Faughn, CFSB; Rebec-
ca Ferch, Four Rivers Nuclear
Partnership; Justin Halvorson,
Paducah Bank; Lisa Lauck,
Lauck Marketing, LLC; and Andy Wil-
son, West Kentucky Community and
Technical College.

The Campaign Celebration open to
all Chamber members to greet the new
members will be held on August 27
at the 1857 Hotel from 4 to 6 p.m. and
sponsored by GEO Consultants Corpo-
ration.

For more information about join-
ing the Chamber or volunteering with
the campaign, email info@paducah-
chamber.org or call the Chamber at
270-443-1746.
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Welcome New Chamber Members: June 2026

The Byers Law Firm Milliano Holdings, LLC
Attorneys Real Estate-Commercial
Michael Byers, Managing Member Tony Milliano, Owner
PO. Box 7335 '
Paducah, KY 42002-7335 Pa‘g;%h’sgofgf 01

(270) 366-7619 e .

mbyers@thebyerslawfirm.com Tmilliano1@gmail.com

thebyerslawfirm.com
Spark by Hilton
Hutchins Flooring America Hotels/Motels/Airbnb/Lodging

Floor Coverings
Cathleen Hutchins, Owner
5150 Heartland Drive

Amaiah Wade, General Manager /
Matt McDowell, Director of Sales

3994 Hinkleville Road
Pa‘g%‘)h;gl 113801 Paducah, KY 42001
(270) 4447667

cathy@hutchinsflooringamerica.com i
ﬂooringamericapaducah‘com mmcdowell@mldamcorp.com
hilton.com/en/hotels/pah-
Lotus Workflow Solutions, LLC anpe-spark-paducah
Consultants-Small Business

Nicole Falconite, Founder/Principal TownePlace Suites by Marriott

278((): &nes\;ﬂlt?&i Rd Hotels/Motels/Airbnb/Lodging
Paducah. KY 42001 Nathan Vance, General Manager
270) 551-5118 3985 Coleman Crossing Circle

Paducah, KY 42001
nathan.vance@mgibsonhotels.com

nicole@lotusworkflowsolutions.com
lotusworkflowsolutions.com

Thank You for Renewing Your
Chamber Membership in June!

Advantage Insurance Services, LLC Lauck Marketing Agency LLC
Aleut Federal Services Lone Oak Trophy & Signs, Inc.
American Metal Finishers, Inc. Maiden Alley Cinema
Art Guild of Paducah Michelson Jewelers, Inc.
Mr. Bill Beasley Missing Bella Rescue, Inc.
Beltline Electric Company, LLC Paducah Board of Realtors
Connective Consulting Paducah Quilt Murals
Ms. Missy Eckenberg PFGW Architects
Edward Jones Investments PRCO America, Inc.
Freedom Forever Ministries Regions Bank
freight house Rhodes Convenience Stores
Golden Eagle Distributing, Inc. Rudys Farm Center
HealthWorks Medical, LLC Signature Travel
Higdon Furniture Stockton Mortgage
Home Sweet Housing, LLC Sutton Investment and Retirement
The Hotel Metropolitan Partners, LLC
Howard D. Happy Co., Inc. Wallace Industrial Tools and Supplies
Jim Smolen Design, LLC ZebraGraphics

HAMBER CONNECTORS

Connector of the Month

Mark Armstrong | Py revivei painting
How long have you been a Connector?
“6 months”

Why do you serve on the Membership & Marketing Committee?
“When | joined the Chamber, | wanted to serve on a committee that would
give me the opportunity to meet other local professionals and become more
involved in our community. The Membership & Marketing Committee has
been a great way to build relationships while supporting local businesses and
helping promote the Chamber’s mission.”

What is your favorite Chamber event?
“We really enjoyed being a sponsor of the Chamber Golf Scramble. It was a
great opportunity to connect with other members in a relaxed setting while
supporting the Chamber.”

Mark is currently...
Watching Bluey with his 6-year-old
daughter, Brinkley

Reading Good to Great by Jim Collins

Listening to Comedy podcasts
featuring Nate Bargatze
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Congratulations to Mercy Health - Lourdes Hospital on the ribbon cutting for their
Phase Il Radiation Therapy. It is located inside the Mercy Health Paducah Cancer
Center, 285 Medical Center Dr.

T

Congratulations to Paducah Day Nursery on the ribbon cutting for their new rec-
reational and educational rooms. Paducah Day Nursery is a non-profit organiza-
tion that serves children from infancy through 13 years of age. They offer a variety
of educational programs for kids. Visit paducahday.com.
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Ribbon Cuttings

Congratulations to Spark by Hilton on their ribbon cutting as they celebrate the
complete remodel of their 3994 Hinkleville Road location. They feature 76 guest
rooms and offer a complimentary breakfast. They offer pet-friendly rooms and an
indoor pool.

i\
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Congratulations to TDC Roofing and Construction on their ribbon cutting. TDC
offers comprehensive roof inspections, shingle and tile replacement, storm dam-
age assessment, siding installation and more! Call 270-356-0834.

Congratulations to TownePlace Suites by Marriott on the groundbreaking for their
new hotel at 3985 Coleman Crossing Circle. The hotel will offer 106 rooms. Be on
the lookout for their ribbon cutting in the 3rd quarter of 2027!

Thank you to everyone who joined us
for our Public Policy Luncheon on
July 10! This was a chance to thank our
local legislators for their efforts in
a successful session of the General
Assembly and for the funding they
secured for our region.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

2026 PUBLIC POLICY SERIES SPONSORS:

NucLEARpARTERSHIR,.. SWIFT ()STALEY
EVENT SPONSORS:
—~0= [N GLIBAL

AIRPORT Laser Enrichment

GrrS) VTRIANGLE
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Paducah Caoperative Ministry §/105,000.00

Leadership Paducah Class #39 announced the results of their class project, which benefits Fresh Start Village, in the amount of $105,000 during the Paducah Chamber’s

July Power in Partnership Breakfast.

Leadership Paducah Class #39 raises
$105,000 for Fresh Start Village

Leadership Paducah Class #39 pre-
sented a total of $105,000 to Fresh
Start Village, a program of Paducah
Cooperative Ministry, during the
Paducah Area Cham-
ber of Commerce

the space reflects the high-quality
environment these residents deserve.
“It’s more than just a place where
people gather. It’s a fresh start for
women and children.

This class project

July 9 Power in Part-  uggr, : became about more
nership Breakfast. Iltsmo:‘e thanju.fita than dollars—it
The class chose Placewherepeopie became about restor-
Fresh Start Village @gather.It’safresh ing dignity to the res-
in the fall of 2025 to  start for women and idents at Fresh Start
be the beneficiary of : : Village,” said class
their project. With Chll.d rcetnl; This das; t member Luke Diefen-
these funds, Fresh projectbecamea ou, bach during the pre-
Start Village will ~morethandollars—it  sentation.
remodel the interior = became about Lacy Boling, Exec-
and exterior of their : i utive Director of
Welcome Center. :;set::ls?dgec::.gn;:yl:::sh Paducah Cooperative
The Fresh Start ” Ministry, accepted
Village Welcome StartVi“age° the check on behalf
Center is often the Luke Diefenbach of the organization.
first space residents, — e EEnoe Boling thanked the
class member

donors, volunteers,
and community
partners experience
when arriving at Fresh Start Village.
The current building is outdated and
does not reflect the care and support
needed by the residents, especially
the children. This project will ensure

class for all their hard
work on this project.

Leadership
Paducah is a program of the Paducah
Area Chamber of Commerce, under
The Leadership Center. There are
more than 1,100 graduates of the pro-
gram.

July PIP

laquca /e
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Keep moving toward

your goals with HUB. rour goals w

~ _Business Insuran|
5 Risk Services Co|
| Employee Benef
> Retirement & Pri
J Personal Insuran

© Business Insurance

o Employee Benefits 4
o Retirement & Private ‘Wealtt &
o Personal Insurance

hubinternational.com

HUB International was the sponsor of the July Power in Partnership Breakfast
featuring the Chamber’s annual “Salute to Arts and Culture!” The program
featured panelists Ben Grimes, Market House Theatre; Alyssa Phares, Paducah
Convention & Visitors Bureau; Bonnie Schrock, National Quilt Museum; and
Brian Wilson, The Carson Center. Chamber member organizations related to
arts and culture set up displays for breakfast attendees to visit before and
after the program. Pictured from left to right: Heather Nesler, HUB; Kenny
Boyd, 2026 Chair of the Chamber Board and Baptist Health Paducah Presi-
dent; and Roy Riley, HUB.
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LWK Class #4 graduates

Leadership West Kentucky, a regional lead-
ership program through the West Kentucky
Regional Chamber Alliance (WKRCA) and
coordinated by the Paducah Chamber,
recently celebrated the graduation of Class
#4 on June 25. LWK Class #4 had represen-
tation from all 15 counties represented by
the WKRCA. Frank Bennett, Executive
Director of the Paducah Chamber’s Leader-
ship Center, coordinated the program this
year. Members of the fourth class who live
or work in McCracken County were recog-
nized during the Paducah Chamber’s July
PIP Breakfast. They include (left to right):
Nikki Gregory, BFW|Marcum Engineering;
Katie Walker, Paducah Area Chamber of
Commerce; Marra McMillan, Paducah Bank;
Travis Spiceland, JPEC; Ike Nicols, FNB Bank;

and Frank Bennett, The Leadership Center.

Not pictured: Michelle Campbell,

Paducah-McCracken Co. Convention Cen-

ter; Kacie Daugherty, West Kentucky Com-
_—z4 munity and Technical College; and Sean

= Jones, Atmos Energy Corporation.

alic? m

g SMALL BUSINESS

Didvcak, Area COHORT GROUP  Congratulations to the Sixth Class

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

;g Cﬁrmy{’ the L‘[/ny You Do Buginess! Of Sma" BUSiness COhort!

These are the participants of the sixth class of the

THANK YOU Paducah Chamber Small Business Cohort:

TO OUR SPONSORS!

PRESENTING SPONSORS:

Joelle Bright, Joelle Bright Realtor|The EPIC Group/eXP Realty
Daegon Byers, DRD Mobile Detailing/DRD Automotive
MURRAY STATE Kim Cates, KC Coaching
it g Jaqueline Crawford-Jones, mooknjac brew project
Entrepreneurial Development Cathy Hutchins, Hutchins Flooring America
Katelyn Myrick, Hillside Counseling, LLC
Tammy Owen, Signature Travel
Victor Sredl, Victor Enterprises, Inc.

SUPPORTING SPONSORS:

» *  aM |WORKFORCE
Open Boor| =@ SOLUTIONS a———
FER o | Benjamin Strong, Mrs. Sweet Strong, LLC

Tara Wilson, My 360 ProBooks
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FEATUBING paducah

HEATH BOWI.I NG mm:ﬁ:&g professionals

— T e Breakfast
I“temlmtlat“’e nern Y ~ |1 with the Interns
e —— > . BRCEEE S

DETAILS: Downtown Tour

! THURSDAY,JULY30 [EEAEEET

Sponsored By:

5:00 P.M.-7:00 PM.

Join us for areception Lunch &
followed by a Learn
special presentation S
rom Heath Bowling. SRR
DONT MISS OUT ON THIS EXCLUSIVE EVENT —
THERE IS NO COST TO ATTEND! Golf Scramble
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. + Lunch
Register at paducahchamber.org Sponsored By:
This is a “members only” event for @
Paducah Young Professionals, MaRQuErTE
Summer Intern Initiative participants § e
and invited guests. ,
Inutc:aeta'mnrlmtlatlve We have held a variety
Sponsored By: of events for our
e 2026 Summer Intern
i Initiative in collaboration
® @ Yyoung prolessionals  with our Paducah Young
Edwar d,l ones - Professionals.
PRSI QERTE (1N EEDIING The Initiative is designed to assist interns who

are working in our community to network with
our growing population of young professionals,
meet other interns who are working in our
Not a PYP member? community, become more informed about our

Join today at paducahchamber.org Community, develop prOfESSiO nal and social Skills,
and enjoy their summer in Paducah.
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A special closing event for the visiting exhibit

W0 =
| | ;
CLOoSINGT RECEPTION & BOOK SlépNINGT

Join us to meet exhibit curator and Harlan Hubbard biographer Jessica Whitehead, view the
celebrated Kentucky artist’s watercolor paintings housed here in Paducah and on display at The
Commerce Center, and celebrate Hubbard’s art, writing, and life along the Ohio River. The exhibit is

on display at The Commerce Center from the permanent collection of the Yeister Art Center.

Fri,da,ott, Atcoiu,d; el

The Commerce Center
300 South 3" St, Paducah, KY

B Please RSVP by August 2
3 byﬁiaﬂﬁg [ramsey@riverdiscoverycenter.org

iQvery

R
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