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The Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce is the region’s largest business advocacy 
organization representing approximately 1,000 businesses and an estimated 30,000 employees. 

As an investor-driven organization, the Chamber serves as the VOICE of the 
business community and presents a united effort on our community’s behalf. 
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
 Department of Energy 
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The Paducah/McCracken County region appreciates the continued 
support for the Paducah Department of Energy (DOE) site. 
The Paducah community is especially grateful for the funding increases beyond the President’s budget request 
in recent years. With current employment exceeding 1,500, the DOE site remains one of the largest employers 
in our region, playing a critical role in our community’s economic stability and future growth. These 
achievements would not have been possible without Congressional plus-up funding.
     In FY23, the Paducah Chamber received a DOE grant to study and assess reindustrialization opportunities for 
the site including land transfer, workforce needs for now and the future, infrastructure needs, site strategy and 
economic development opportunities. This grant is now in its final stage, and significant progress has been 
made in developing a comprehensive roadmap for reindustrialization. Numerous energy stakeholders have 
invested or are actively considering investing in our community. Continued funding increases for the Paducah 
DOE site are essential for both ongoing cleanup efforts and long-term economic growth.
     The Chamber study has focused on reindustrialization of the site for the long-term future. With the recent 
commercial energy announcements at the site, the community believes the site can support new onsite 
generation, an AI data center siting, and the complementary infrastructure needed for a multi-dimensional 
energy park.   
     To continue Paducah’s contribution to transforming the cleanup site to support U.S. energy dominance, 
funding increases for the Paducah DOE site are essential for ongoing cleanup efforts that enable long-term 
economic growth.  

(1) The Chamber supports an increase of the Presidential Budget request from the Uranium Enrichment
Decontamination and Decommissioning Fund (UED&D), which has seen an increasing request from Congress 
in recent years. A funding increase will support Paducah Site Decision 2029, a formal agreement between DOE, 
EPA and KY that supports a holistic approach to cleanup, reduces regulatory decisions from 51 to 5, with a 
focus on project execution instead of paperwork. This will accelerate cleanup by up to 25 years, with a project 
cost savings of $5 billion and facilitate additional transfer of land back to the community.  
     With the goal of driving cleanup to advance the Paducah community future use option, the Paducah site is 
reducing risk and safely completing cleanup for generations to come. Increased funding in FY26 is vital to 
ensure successful implementation and projected cost savings.

(2) The Chamber supports $40 million for a new Advanced Manufacturing Administrative Support Facility.                       
The Department of Energy’s cleanup mission at the 
Paducah site is projected to continue for at least 
three decades. However, the primary administrative 
facility, constructed in the 1950s, has far exceeded 
its intended lifespan and is no longer suitable to 
support operations. It is supplemented by 24 
temporary trailers, all of which are at the end of life
and costly to maintain.  
     Together, these obsolete structures require 
approximately $2.8 million annually in surveillance 
and upkeep with upgrades projected to cost nearly 
$40 million, with no guarantee of long-term viability. 

Specific Requests for FY 2026:  

continued
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(2) Continued - $40 million for a new Advanced Manufacturing Administrative Support Facility

     Investment in a new modern facility, estimated to cost 
approximately $40 million, would immediately improve 
worker safety and operational efficiency; reduce annual 
maintenance costs; and position the Paducah site for 
future success.     
     The building would serve as a transitional space for 
emerging employers and related industries as the region 
shifts from environmental cleanup to reindustrialization. 
     Additionally, this structure could display the history of 
the site for workers and their families to not be forgotten 
for the sacrifices they made to support national security 
during the Cold War. 
     This project is a strategic investment that saves 
taxpayers money, aligns with federal cleanup 
responsibilities, enhances workforce readiness, and unlocks long-term economic opportunities for Western 
Kentucky. Paducah wants to send a strong message the DOE site is “Open for Business” and this building will 
strengthen those efforts. 

(3) The Chamber study has focused on reindustrialization of the site for the long-term future. We support 
the companies who are interested in locating at the site and encourage DOE to assist our community with 
these efforts. Greater Paducah Economic Development is working closely with DOE and these companies to 
ensure their success. We support Global Laser Enrichment, General Matter, Trillium H2 Power and other 
entities who have publicly stated they will locate at our site. DOE also recently named the Paducah site as 
one of four DOE sites that could host an Artificial Intelligence Data Center. We are optimistic that these 
announcements will generate local revenue and economic development for our region. 

(4) The Chamber requests Committee appropriations report language to support future land transfers or 
leases to support economic development. Language could read as: 
“The Committee urges DOE to expedite transfer or leases of land to support future reindustrialization and 
regional economic development. The committee is also encouraged by DOE’s efforts to revamp the regulatory 
strategy for the site and expedite regulatory decision points. This effort will enable stakeholders to take a 
holistic view, which is best value for the environment and the taxpayer.”

(5) The Chamber applauds the lifting of the moratorium on recycling of contaminated nickel. We believe 
the technology exists to safely decontaminate this nickel so that it can be useful in our economy. To that end, 
the Chamber supports beneficial use for economic development for stockpile nickel (both 9,700 tons of NI 
ingots and other forms). This nickel should be used to create jobs in our region, and we look forward to 
working with stakeholders to advance those ideas. 

(6) As an appropriation above and beyond from the UED&D cleanup fund, the Chamber supports funding 
for transportation and disposal of surplus depleted uranium oxide cylinders from Paducah.
We support the Department in pursuing a fully operational disposal program for Paducah. We encourage 
consideration of directly contracting with an entity for the loading, transportation and disposal of this 
material, allowing the contractor to focus on the operation of the conversion facilities, achieve stockpile 
removal and allow sustained and efficient inventory reductions.

Investing in a new administrative facility offers  
a more cost-effective, forward-looking solution. 



Barkley Regional Airport continues to be a strong economic driver in our region. Our community is very 
appreciative of the support received to see this new $43.5 million terminal through to completion.  Earlier this 
year, community leaders went through an extensive process with the recruitment of a new EAS carrier for 
Barkley as the current contract expires in November. The community looks forward to working with the 
Department of Transportation for a new contract to be announced with service expected to begin December 1.  
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Airfield Lighting Rehabilitation Project: Supports federal funding for airfield lighting rehabilitation (FY26 
Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) (McConnell)/Discretionary Request: $3,100,000.00). A technical review 
found that the airport’s lighting circuits and vault equipment are outdated, difficult to maintain, and no longer 
compliant with FAA performance standards or the National Electrical Code. The Chamber supports the 
replacement of the existing runway and taxiway lighting systems with modern, energy-efficient LED technology. 
The project also includes a full upgrade of the lighting vault and related infrastructure. These improvements are 
critical to operational safety, energy efficiency, and cost-effective maintenance, and are designed for completion 
through a single FY26 grant for maximum efficiency and impact.

ARFF/SRE Building Replacement: Supports federal funding for a new Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) and 
Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) facility (FY26 Discretionary Request: $8,274,500). The airport’s current ARFF and 
SRE buildings are each over 40 years old, fail to meet FAA space and design standards, and are not suitable for 
modern equipment or operations. The existing ARFF building lacks proper office space and cannot accommodate 
the future Index B ARFF vehicle. Additionally, the layout of both facilities delays emergency response times. The 
Chamber supports the construction of a new, centrally located joint-use ARFF/SRE facility that will improve safety, 
operational efficiency, and long-term viability for the airport as it plans for continued commercial air service.

ARFF Vehicle Acquisition: Supports federal funding for acquisition of a new Index B ARFF vehicle for emergency 
response (FY26 Discretionary Request: $1,026,000). As larger charter aircraft increasingly operate at the airport, 
current ARFF equipment is insufficient to respond effectively in emergency situations. While not eligible for AIP 
entitlement funding, the airport seeks Community Project Funding to procure a 1,500-gallon Index B ARFF vehicle. 
This new vehicle will significantly improve emergency response capabilities, reduce dependence on neighboring 
volunteer fire departments, and enhance overall airport safety for passengers, crews, and operations.

Essential Air Service (EAS) Funding: Supports full funding of the EAS program. This program is essential to the 
economic viability of the Purchase Region as it connects Barkley with one stop to the National Air System (NAS). 

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES



 Inland Waterways 
Kentucky Lock: Supports expediting completion of 
final design of the Kentucky Lock Addition and 
implementation of project execution reforms to 
complete construction and return economic benefits 
once operational. The Kentucky Lock Addition is 
expected to need more funding to complete.

FY 2026 Energy and Water Development 
Appropriations: Supports the full amount supportable 
by annual diesel fuel tax receipts deposited into the 
Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF).
Additional Fees: Opposes additional tolling, lockage 
fees, or other harmful charges for the users of the 
inland waterways systems.

 Paducah-McCracken Co. Riverport 

Infrastructure Investments 
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 Railroad 

Supports increased federal funding for maintaining and 
improving the safety of railroad infrastructure. 
Dedicated resources for short-line tracks and regional 
railroads are critical for the sustainability and 
improvement of multi-modal freight transportation in 
the greater Paducah area. Specifically, the Chamber 
supports the continuation of the Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) grant 
program, RAISE and INFRA. These successful programs 
contribute to targeting emissions and congestion 
reduction by enhancing rail infrastructure.  

Opposes crew size mandates. This has always been and 
should continue to be handled as part of collective 
bargaining agreements and not a one-size-fits-all 
federal mandate. There is no credible safety data to 
support the need for crew size mandates, which could 
impede development and adoption of new safety 
technologies. It will add to rail transportation costs and 
make it harder to compete with autonomous trucks on 
overcrowded roadways. 

Supports modernization of the 45G tax credit. The 
current $3,500 per mile credit has not been adjusted 
since its inception. The Chamber supports increasing 
the credit to $6,100 per mile, using the Railroad Cost 
Adjustment Factor (RCAF) excluding fuel as 
justification, and indexing it to inflation going forward. 
Modernizing this credit is essential for short-line 
railroads to maintain and improve infrastructure 
critical to multi-modal freight transportation in the 
greater Paducah area. Legislation has been introduced 
in both the House (January 16) and Senate (April 30) to 
address this needed update.

 Paducah McCracken Co. Joint Sewer Agency
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Sludge Dewatering Project: Supports federal investment in critical waste- 
water infrastructure upgrades for the Paducah-McCracken County Joint Sewer Agency (JSA) – Sludge Dewatering 
Project (FY26 Community Project Funding (Comer) Request: $1,750,000). The project consists of the replacement 
of the Paducah WWTP Dewatering Building, which has exceeded its service life. New screw presses, disk thickener, 
conveyance system for loading sludge, as well as other related equipment are to be replaced. The new disk filter 
and screw press will require substantially less maintenance, reduce the overall sludge volume generated by the 
plant, and provide for a safer environment for JSA employees. Upgrading to more modern, efficient equipment 
will provide for a reduction in overall operational costs which will directly benefit JSA ratepayers.

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

Riverport West Development: In 2024, the Paducah-
McCracken County Riverport Authority received $3.5 
million from the State of Kentucky to begin planning 
and design for Riverport West—a port expansion site 
adjacent to the community's economic development 
site, known as the Triple Rail Site, located less than 
two miles from the U.S. Department of Energy 
Paducah Site. The project is in the planning and 
engineering phase and includes construction of a 
publicly operated dock facility with direct rail access 
via Paducah & Louisville Railway (P&L). As the 
Riverport’s current facility is at full capacity, Riverport 
West meets a long-standing need for the combination 
of river and railroad access and has drawn significant 
interest from companies, particularly in the energy 
sector. Positioned strategically, it is expected to serve 
as a major economic catalyst for the region.



Restoring America’s Maritime Dominance: Supports federal workforce development and 
training funding aligned with Executive Order 14629, Restoring America’s Maritime 
Dominance. The Chamber encourages federal agencies, including the Department of 
Transportation (DOT), Maritime Administration (MARAD), Department of Labor, and 
Department of Education, to prioritize investments in workforce development initiatives 

supporting maritime education and credentialing pathways. This includes expanding mariner training programs 
and educational partnerships through community and technical colleges to address critical workforce shortages 
in the maritime sector. The Chamber also supports efforts to inventory and enhance existing grants and 
scholarship programs for shipbuilding, maritime logistics, and advanced manufacturing disciplines, ensuring 
alignment with national maritime security and infrastructure objectives.

Business & Commerce
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Tax Relief: Supports preserving and enhancing the tax relief established under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
(OBBBA). The OBBBA permanently extends key provisions of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, including the 21% 
corporate income tax rate and the 20% pass-through business income deduction. The Chamber supports 
maintaining these pro-growth provisions that strengthen Kentucky’s competitiveness and drive private 
investment. In addition, the OBBBA temporarily raises the State and Local Tax (SALT) deduction cap to $40,000. 
The Chamber urges Congress to preserve state flexibility and ensure future federal tax reforms do not 
undermine Kentucky’s attractive business climate. 

Trade Policies: Supports trade policies that protect Kentucky businesses, manufacturers, and jobs. Kentucky 
exported more than $47 billion in goods in 2024, with aerospace products accounting for nearly $18.7 billion. 
These exports rely heavily on access to global markets, including China, France, Canada and the United 
Kingdom, which are impacted by retaliatory tariffs. Kentucky’s manufacturers and exporters are well-positioned 
to expand, provided that federal trade policy ensures fair and reciprocal treatment. The Chamber urges 
Congress to oppose harmful tariffs on imports which increase costs for businesses and consumers and have 
triggered retaliatory tariffs on important Kentucky exports and advance policies that strengthen Kentucky’s role 
as a global manufacturing and export leader. 

Workforce Participation: Supports workforce participation and talent development policies aligned with federal 
reforms. The OBBBA expands tax incentives that support working families, including increases to the child tax 
credit. These provisions directly support labor force participation and economic stability for Kentucky families. 
The Chamber supports sustained federal investment in the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) and 
modernization of the Employer-Provided Child Care Tax Credit. The Chamber supports federal policies that 
expand access to international talent, ensuring employers can meet critical workforce needs with a legal and 
reliable workforce. 

Education & Workforce
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Transfer of Land Ownership: The Paducah Chamber supports the passage of H.R. 1276 to remove federal 
restrictions, allowing for the transfer of land ownership from the City of Paducah to the Oscar Cross Boys and 
Girls Club to enable them to expand and reinvest in their facility. Currently, the transfer cannot take place due to 
a National Park Service restriction placed on the deed in 2012 when the City took ownership. Cong. James Comer 
introduced H.R. 1276 on February 13, 2025; Mayor George Bray testified in support before the Federal Lands 
Subcommittee on April 29, 2025; the House Committee on Natural Resources passed the bill unanimously on July 
23, 2025; Sen. Rand Paul has introduced a companion bill in the Senate, S. 601, and Sen. Mitch McConnell is an 
original co-sponsor of the legislation. 



Arts, Travel & Tourism
McCracken County's tourism industry generates $321.6 million annually, supporting 2,456 jobs and 
contributing $26.1 million in tax revenue—ranking first regionally and seventh statewide. These federal 
priorities protect this economic foundation by keeping attractions operational, ensuring adequate staffing, 
and helping us market ourselves as an arts and culture destination powered by our museums, galleries, 
theaters, and cultural organizations. The industry supports over 2,400 jobs and $71 million in worker income. 
Supporting these initiatives strengthens a proven economic driver in Paducah/McCracken County, while 
positioning our region for opportunities like America's 250th anniversary.

Arts Funding: Supports protecting and sustaining federal grant funding that benefits local cultural organizations, 
even in the face of potential funding reductions or program restructuring. Grants from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation – African 
American Cultural Heritage Action Fund have provided critical support to local initiatives, helping preserve 
heritage, expand arts access, and strengthen our community’s cultural economy. Continued availability of these 
resources is essential to ensuring long-term stability for local arts organizations. 

Federal Visitor Attraction Staffing: Supports restoring and maintaining adequate federal staffing levels at 
National Parks and other federally operated visitor attractions. Staffing reductions have diminished operational 
capacity, resulting in reduced hours, longer wait times, and a decline in overall visitor experience. These 
attractions serve as key drivers for tourism-related economic activity in several Kentucky communities. Ensuring 
full staffing not only safeguards the quality of the visitor experience but also sustains local economies that 
depend on consistent tourism traffic.

Hospitality Workforce & Immigration: Supports immigration policies that strengthen the hospitality and tourism 
workforce while maintaining national security standards. Hotels, restaurants, and other hospitality-related 
businesses nationwide are reporting staffing shortages due in part to restrictive immigration policies. While 
Kentucky has not yet experienced the full impact, a shortage of skilled hospitality workers could threaten service 
quality, limit tourism growth, and strain existing staff. Proactive policy measures—such as streamlined seasonal 
worker visa programs—are essential to protect the tourism industry’s ability to deliver world-class service.

Brand USA Funding: Supports restoring federal matching funds for Brand USA to $100 million annually in FY26 
and FY27 to ensure a strong national presence in international tourism promotion. Brand USA’s funding was 
reduced by 80%—from $100 million to $20 million—at the precise moment when the U.S. should be elevating its 
global marketing efforts. Major upcoming events such as America’s 250th anniversary, the 2026 FIFA World Cup, 
and the 2028 Los Angeles Olympic and Paralympic Games represent once-in-a-generation opportunities to 
increase international visitation. Reduced funding limits America’s ability to compete globally for travelers, 
putting communities like Paducah at a disadvantage in attracting valuable international tourism dollars.

Visitor Visa & ESTA Fees: Supports reversing recent fee increases that create financial barriers for international 
travelers. The addition of a $250 Visa Integrity Fee and the increase of the ESTA fee from $21 to $40 significantly 
raise the cost of visiting the U.S. without any reinvestment in the travel experience. These higher costs 
discourage potential visitors, particularly during a time when the U.S. is already perceived as expensive and 
when foreign travelers are expressing concerns about the welcome experience. Removing or reducing these fees 
would support stronger international demand and help the U.S. remain competitive as a global travel 
destination.

Equity Through Arts: Supports maintaining access to arts funding programs that encourage participation in the 
arts—especially among young people—and recognize the cultural and social significance of representation. 
While legislative approaches may evolve, we encourage the continuation of grant opportunities for nonprofit 
and public entities, including faith-based and community organizations, that serve diverse populations. These 
investments are vital to dismantling barriers to arts participation, expanding opportunities for underrepresented 
voices, and ensuring that arts programming remains accessible to all communities.
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For more information, contact:  
Sandra Wilson, President/CEO

Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce
300 S. Third Street, Paducah, KY 42001                                

swilson@paducahchamber.org
270-443-1746

Health Care
Long Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) legislation: Supports legislation which provides better access for 
citizens needing specialized, long-term hospital care locally, including expedited transfer of patients between 
different medical facilities and LTACHs. House Bill 1924 updates the current LTACH PPS criteria to allow more 
patients to utilize needed services.

Health Care Costs: The Chamber continues to be concerned about the cost of health insurance for employers 
and employees and supports policy changes that protect the ability of employers to offer competitive affordable 
benefits. To maintain affordability Congress should protect employer plan flexibility by opposing mandates that 
increase costs. We support policies that encourage wellness, advance quality of care, promote greater 
transparency, and improve health outcomes.

Preserving Fair Hospital Reimbursement and Provider Tax Equity: Supports Kentucky's Hospital Rate 
Improvement Program (HRIP), particularly the continuation of state-directed payments that enable hospitals to 
receive reimbursements at the average commercial rate, higher than Medicare or Medicaid rates. However, we 
oppose the proposed cap on state-directed payments at the Medicare rate, with a phased 10% annual reduction 
starting in 2027 until the Medicare rate is reached, as this would impact hospital funding and service delivery. 
Additionally, we are concerned about the proposed reduction of the Medicaid safe harbor maximum provider 
tax in expansion states from 6% to 3.5% of net revenue, implemented through a 0.5% annual decrease. This 
change would disproportionately burden expansion states, while non-expansion states maintain the 6% provider 
tax limit, creating an inequitable funding structure.

2025 is the 22nd consecutive year for the 
Paducah Chamber DC Fly-In. Business leaders 
and elected officials recognize the need to be 
the group to “show up” in DC with a united 

voice and we have seen many successes from 
our efforts through the years. The trip has 
grown to an all-time high of 80 individuals 

registered for 2025. This photo was taken on 
the Capitol steps during the 2024 Fly-In. 
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