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Mark D. Marin, Staff Director, Committee on Oversight and Reform, Ranking Member 

Congressman James Comer (R-KY-1)
In this position, Mark Marin is responsible for overseeing the investigative and legislation 
activities of more than 30 attorneys and professional staff pursuing the Committee’s broad 
oversight jurisdiction over “any matter at any time” per the rules of the House.  In addition, the 
Committee has legislative jurisdiction over federal regulations, the federal workforce, 
government information technology, and the U.S. Postal Service. Marin first joined the 
Committee in 2008. In addition to his work with the Oversight Committee, Marin has served as 
Staff Director of the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology for former Chairman 
Lamar Smith (R-TX). 

Monday Morning – Small Group Breakout Meetings: (Attendance Assigned)

Randy Cohen, Vice President of Research, Americans for the Arts
Randy Cohen is a noted expert in the field of arts funding, research, and using the arts to 
address community development issues. He publishes ”Arts & Economic Prosperity,” the 
national economic impact study of nonprofit arts organizations and their audiences, 
and ”Americans Speak Out About the Arts,” a national public opinion study about the arts. In 
the 1990s, Randy collaborated with the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities 
to create ”Coming Up Taller,” the White House report on arts programs for youth-at-risk. Prior 
to joining Americans for the Arts, Cohen was a policy specialist for the National Endowment for 
the Arts and founded the San Diego Theatre for Young Audiences. 

Seth Kirshenberg, Executive Director, Energy Communities Alliance (ECA)
Seth Kirshenberg serves as the Executive Director of the Energy Communities Alliance, the national 
non-profit organization of elected local government officials adjacent to nuclear facilities in the 
United States.  He oversees the daily activities of the organization and ensures that DOE, industry 
and others understand and address local community issues and integrate them into policy 
decision-making. In the energy arena and as an attorney, Kirshenberg counsels clients on small 
modular reactor development, energy efficiency, smart-grid, photovoltaic, low-flow turbine 
generation, energy savings performance contracts (ESPCs) and other alternative energy projects. In 
addition, he specializes in federal energy power purchase laws and procedures. Kirshenberg holds 
a Juris Doctorate degree from the Washington College of Law (1992) at the American University 
and a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from the University of Florida (1989).  

Treon Glenn, Senior Director of Government Relations, U.S. Travel Association
In his role as senior director of government relations, Treon Glenn focuses on issues related to 
business travel, federal appropriations, and tax policy. Prior to joining U.S. Travel, he served in 
the U.S. Senate for over 10 years in several different capacities, advising Senators on matters 
related to financial services, international trade, tax policy, consumer protection, and economic 
development. Glenn is originally from Wisconsin and holds a master’s degree in Public 
Administration from Norwich University in Vermont and a bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies 
from the University of Wisconsin.
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Monday Group Luncheon at the Capitol Hill Club – Featured Panelists:

Terry Carmack, Chief of Staff, U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell
Terry Carmack serves as Chief of Staff for Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell’s personal office in Washington, DC. 
Carmack has been involved in state and national politics for over 35 years. He has served as Chief of Staff to two other 
Kentucky Members of Congress, Anne Northup and Ed Whitfield, as well as to U.S. Representative Gus Bilirakis of Florida. 
Carmack also has experience in positions at the White House Office of Political Affairs and the Small Business Administration,  
as well as extensive political campaign experience. As Leader McConnell’s Chief of Staff, Carmack currently oversees 40 
employees, including legislative, communications, and administrative staff in Washington, D.C., and six field offices throughout
Kentucky.

Tiffany Ge, Legislative Director and Legal Counsel, U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell
Tiffany Ge serves as Legislative Director and Counsel for Leader McConnell’s personal office in Washington, DC.  As Legislative 
Director, Ge oversees all Kentucky-focused legislative matters for the Senator and manages the policy staff. Ge, from Louisville, 
earned her undergraduate degree from the University of Kentucky and graduated from The George Washington University Law 
School.

Caroline Cash, Chief of Staff, U.S. Congressman James Comer
Caroline Cash has served as Chief of Staff for Congressman James Comer from Kentucky’s 1st District since November 
2016. She is a native of Fancy Farm and received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Murray State University 
and a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Kentucky College of Law. Before serving as Chief of Staff, Caroline practiced 
law in Lexington, and worked for her family’s auction and real estate business based out of Fancy Farm.

Sarah Coffman, Legislative Director, U.S. Congressman James Comer
Sarah Coffman is a Casey County native and attended the University of Kentucky as a Singletary Scholar. After graduating in 
2017, she moved to D.C. to join Congressman Comer’s office. Sarah handles Congressman Comer’s work on the Committee on 
Education and Labor, as well as the transportation and infrastructure, healthcare, tax, U.S. Army Corps, FEMA, and 
appropriations portfolios. As Legislative Director, she is also responsible for managing the legislative staff and legislative 
operations. 

John Maniscalco, Legislative Director, U.S. Senator Rand Paul
John Maniscalco is the Legislative Director for Senator Rand Paul, where he oversees all operations of Senator Paul’s policy 
agenda. Previously, he served as Legislative Director for Congressmen Scott Garrett, Ron DeSantis, and Mike Johnson. He also 
served as Director of Congressional Affairs at the Cato Institute. He is a graduate of George Washington University, where he
studied political science, and of Georgetown University Law Center. 
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Kirsten Sutton, Executive Vice President of Congressional Relations and Legislative Affairs, 
American Bankers Association
As EVP of Congressional Relations and Legislative Affairs, Kirsten Sutton oversees the association’s 
bipartisan team responsible for engaging lawmakers and their staff on policy and legislative issues 
affecting America’s banks and the communities they serve. Prior to joining the ABA in 2020, Sutton 
served as the chief of staff for the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Director, and spent more 
than a decade on Capitol Hill, serving most recently as majority staff director of the House Financial 
Services Committee. 

Tracy Zea, President and CEO, Waterways Council Inc. 
Tracy Zea has served as Waterways Council Inc. President and CEO since July 2020.  With a broad 
range of Capitol Hill, policy development and government relations expertise, Zea most recently 
served as WCI’s vice president-government relations, advocating for WCI’s goals for authorizations 
and appropriations that support a modern, efficient, reliable inland waterways transportation 
system.  His work also enhanced WCI’s relationship with the Corps of Engineers and the Inland 
Waterways Users Board. Zea joined WCI as its director-government relations in August 2015, 
transitioning from the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 



The Kentucky Business Council is a non-profit organization comprised of DC-based government affairs professionals 
representing companies with Kentucky interests. The KBC meets on a monthly basis with Members of Congress, state 
officials and key staff members to discuss a wide variety of timely issues that affect the Commonwealth and shared 
interests. Its mission is to support economic development of the Commonwealth through educating and discussing solutions 
that benefit the businesses, residents and stakeholders in the state. 
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Ra Joy, Chief of Staff, National Endowment for the Arts
Ra Joy brings more than 25 years of senior leadership experience in the arts, public policy, and 
nonprofit management to the National Endowment for the Arts. Previously, Joy served as executive 
director for CHANGE Illinois, a nonpartisan coalition leading systemic political and government 
reform. From 2007 to 2015, he served as executive director of Arts Alliance, and from 2001 to 
2007, he served as a senior staffer for U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky, specializing in 
appropriations, community development, education, youth development, and the arts. 
Also attending with him are:
• Michael Orlove, Director of State, Regional & Local Partnerships
• Jenny Hughes, Director of Design & Creative Placemaking
• Ben Kessler, Director of Congressional Affairs

Kentucky Business Council

Jack Howard, Senior Vice President for Strategic Advocacy, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Jack Howard is responsible for maximizing the Chamber’s advocacy tools—including lobbying, regional 
operations, and voter education efforts—to grow the number of pro-business champions on Capitol Hill. 
With more than 25 years of government service, Howard served in the White House as deputy assistant 
to President George W. Bush. He worked in the Office of Legislative Affairs where he coordinated the 
efforts of senior-level White House officials, Cabinet departments, and agencies to secure congressional 
passage of President Bush’s legislative priorities. Earlier, he served in the White House under President 
George H.W. Bush from 1989 to 1992, also in the Office of Legislative Affairs. Before joining the 
Chamber, Howard was vice chairman and chief operating officer of Wexler & Walker Public Policy 
Associates, a lobbying and consulting firm specializing in international affairs and trade advocacy.

Monday Group Afternoon Meetings at the Capitol Hill Club:
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Monday Meetings Adjourn 

A Group Dinner will be held at 7 p.m. at Bluejacket at the Yard, sponsored by Four Rivers Nuclear Partnership.

300 Tingey Street
Washington DC  20003
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Tuesday Morning – Group Meeting at the U.S. Department of Energy:

Jennifer M. Granholm, Secretary, U.S. Department of Energy

Jennifer M. Granholm was sworn in as the 16th Secretary of Energy in February 2021. Secretary 

Granholm is leading DOE's work to advance the cutting-edge clean energy and overseeing DOE’s core 

missions of promoting American leadership in scientific discovery, maintaining the nuclear deterrent 

and reducing nuclear danger, and remediating the environmental harms caused by legacy defense 

programs. Prior to her nomination as Secretary of Energy, Granholm was elected Governor of 

Michigan, serving two terms from 2003 to 2011. As Governor, she successfully led efforts to diversify 

the state’s economy, strengthen its auto industry, preserve the manufacturing sector, and add 

emerging sectors — such as clean energy — to Michigan’s economic portfolio. Granholm was also 

elected Attorney General of Michigan and served as the state’s top law enforcement officer from 1998

to 2002. After two terms as governor, Granholm joined the University of California, Berkeley as a Distinguished Professor of 

Practice in the Goldman School of Public Policy. Granholm, an immigrant from Canada, is an honors graduate of both the 

University of California, Berkeley and Harvard Law School. 

William "Ike" White, Senior Advisor, Office of Environmental Management (EM)
William "Ike" White is the top-most senior executive for the Office of Environmental 
Management (EM) since June 2019.  He provides leadership for the safe cleanup of the 
environmental legacy brought about from five decades of nuclear weapons development and 
government-sponsored nuclear energy research. Before joining EM, he served as the Chief of 
Staff and Associate Principal Deputy Administrator for the National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA). Previously, White was the Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
and Health. White has a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the University of 
Mississippi and a Master of Science in engineering from the University of California, Berkeley.
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NuScale Power
NuScale’s mission is to provide scalable advanced nuclear technology for the production of electricity, heat, and clean water 
and to create an energy source that is smarter, cleaner, safer, and cost competitive. Since being founded in 2007, NuScale
has made significant progress towards commercializing America’s first small modular reactor (SMR). Its partners include 
majority investor Fluor Corporation, a global engineering, procurement, and construction company, and the U.S. Department 
of Energy. NuScale's scalable design offers the benefits of carbon-free energy and reduces the financial commitments 
associated with gigawatt-sized nuclear facilities. Representing NuScale is Steve Breeding, Director of Sales.

Robert Craven, Director of Airport Planning and Programming, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Bob Craven is responsible for maintenance of the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems and 
development of national-level guidance and policies on airport and system planning, environmental 
review and analysis, and airport financial assistance programs, including $3.35 billion annually in 
Airport Improvement Program grants plus Supplemental Discretionary grant programs, the $15 
billion Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and $5 billion Discretionary Grant Program, the $10 billion 
CARES Act, $2 billion CRRSA Act Airport Coronavirus Response Grant Program and $8 billion ARP Act 
Airport Rescue Grant program.  He enlisted in the Army in 1982 and retired from the Air Force as a 
Colonel in 2008 and continued to serve as an Air Force civilian until joining the FAA in 2019.  

Tuesday Group Meetings at the Capitol Visitor Center:
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Congressman Scalise represents the First Congressional District of Louisiana, stretching from the 
Northshore of Lake Pontchartrain and the culturally distinct New Orleans suburbs to the vibrant 
bayous and wetlands abundant in natural resources. He was elected to Congress in 2008 after serving 
in the Louisiana State Legislature from 1996-2008. He serves his colleagues as the House Republican 
Whip, the second highest position in House Republican leadership. Critically wounded at a 
Congressional baseball practice on June 14, 2017, Scalise was saved by a heroic response from U.S. 
Capitol Police Special Agents and Alexandria Police Officers. Scalise fought for his life and returned to 
Congress, inspiring the nation with his resilience and optimism. Committees: Energy and Commerce; 
Republican Study Committee.

Congressman Steve Scalise, Minority Whip of the United States House of Representatives (R-LA-1)

Congressman James Comer (R-KY-1)
Congressman Comer was elected to Congress in 2016 to represent Kentucky’s 1st Congressional 
District. He currently serves as the Republican Leader of the House Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, where he aggressively advocates for reducing waste, fraud and abuse in government. He 
grew up in Monroe County and graduated from Western Kentucky University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Agriculture. Comer was elected to serve as Kentucky's Commissioner of Agriculture in 2011 
and serves as the only formerly-elected Commissioner of Agriculture in Congress. Committees: 
Oversight and Reform (Ranking Member); Education and Labor.

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY)
Elected to the United States Senate in 2010, Senator Paul has proven to be an outspoken champion 
for constitutional liberties and fiscal responsibility.  As a fierce advocate against government 
overreach, he has fought tirelessly to return government to its limited, constitutional scope.  Dr. Paul 
lives in Bowling Green, where he owned his own ophthalmology practice and performed eye surgery 
for 18 years.  He grew up in Lake Jackson, Texas, and attended Baylor University.  He graduated from 
Duke Medical School in 1988.  Dr. Paul completed a general surgery internship at Georgia Baptist 
Medical Center in Atlanta, GA, and completed his residency in ophthalmology at Duke University 
Medical Center.  In 1995 Dr. Paul founded the Southern Kentucky Lions Eye Clinic, an organization 
that provides eye exams and surgery to needy families and individuals.  Committees: Foreign 
Relations; Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP); Homeland Security and Government Affairs; 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship (Ranking Member).
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Congressman Brett Guthrie (R-KY-2)
Congressman Guthrie represents Kentucky’s 2nd Congressional District. Guthrie serves on the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee. The Energy and Commerce Committee is the oldest standing 
legislative committee in the House with broad jurisdiction over our nation’s energy, health care, 
telecommunications and consumer product safety policies. Guthrie graduated in 1987 from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point with a degree in economics and went on to service in the 101st 
Airborne Division – Air Assault at Fort Campbell.  He earned a master’s degree from Yale University in 
Public and Private Management. Following his military service, he joined Trace Die Cast, a Bowling 
Green-based manufacturing business that was started by his father.  He was first elected to public 
office in 1998. Congressman Guthrie represented the 32nd District in the Kentucky Senate.  
Committee: Energy and Commerce.
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Coulter Minix, Director of Washington DC Office for KY Governor Andy Beshear
Coulter Minix is a Kentucky native serving as director of the Washington, DC office for Governor Andy 

Beshear. He is an attorney licensed to practice law in DC and Kentucky, and proficient in Spanish. He 

previously served as a staff attorney at the Children’s Law Center in Washington, DC, working with 

families to gain access to quality education, safe and affordable housing and medically-necessary 

health care; and directing federal and state advocacy and strategy as the Director of Government 

Relations for Almost Family, Inc., which is based in Louisville, and the third largest publicly-traded 

home health company in the US with annual revenues over $800 million.

Congressman Andy Barr (R-KY-6)
Congressman Barr has served as the U.S. Representative for Kentucky’s Sixth Congressional 
District since January 2013. Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Barr helped craft and 
support five bipartisan COVID-19 relief packages. He was selected to help lead the House China Task 
Force (CTF) which was established to examine the origins of the pandemic and provide policy 
recommendations to better position the U.S. against the emerging threat from the Chinese 
Communist Party. Barr earned his bachelor's degree in Government and Philosophy from the 
University of Virginia in 1996 and received his law degree from the University of Kentucky in 2001. 
Committees: Financial Services Committee; Foreign Affairs Committee; Republican Study Committee.

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
Senator Mitch McConnell is the United States Senate Republican Leader. He is the longest-serving 
Senate Republican Leader in American history, unanimously elected to lead the Conference eight 
times since 2006. From 2015 to 2021, McConnell served as Senate Majority Leader. He is only the 
second Kentuckian to ever be Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate. The first, Senator Alben Barkley,
led the Democrats from 1937 to 1949. McConnell previously served in leadership as the Majority 

Whip in the 108th and 109th Congresses and as chairman of the National Republican Senatorial 
Committee during the 1998 and 2000 election cycles. Senator McConnell introduced and led to 
passage the bipartisan Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, also known as the 
CARES Act. The CARES Act became the biggest rescue package in history. He graduated with honors 
from the University of Louisville College of Arts and Sciences, where he served as student body president.  He also is a graduate 
of the University of Kentucky College of Law, where he was elected president of the Student Bar Association. Committees:
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Appropriations; Rules and Administration.

Lucinda Lessley was sworn in as Deputy Administrator of the Maritime Administration in January 

2021. She is responsible for matters not requiring the personal attention of the Administrator and 

recommends action when the Administrator’s review or approval is required. The Deputy is a 

member of the Maritime Subsidy Board and serves as Acting Administrator in the absence or 

preoccupation of the Administrator. Lessley served as Acting Administrator from January 20, 2021

until May 16, 2022. Prior to her appointment, Lessley worked in the U.S. House of Representatives for 

approximately 16 years.  Most recently, she was Senior Investigator with the House Committee on 

Homeland Security.  She has a Master of Science from the London School of Economics and a 

Bachelor of Arts from Washington University in St. Louis and was a Fulbright Scholar in Germany.

Lucinda Lessley, Deputy Administrator, Maritime Administration/MARAD, Dept. of Transportation
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Tuesday Afternoon Congressional Reception at the US Capitol in the LBJ Room 
sponsored by Swift & Staley  


